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Do Northerners live in
igloos? Are there
penguins in the Arctic? Is
Yellowknife the capital of
the Yukon? It’s a

running joke in the

North: friends and family
in Ganada’s south actu-
ally ask us these out-
rageous questions. So,
after decades of feeling
misunderstood or just
plain ignored by the rest
of the country, Up Here
editors commissioned a
national survey to see
just how out of touch the
provinces are with the
territories. It’s called
the North Poll, and the
findings are, well, aston-
ishing. Canadians are at
a grade one Northern
comprehension level.
What does this say
about our country?

POLL

When comedian Rick Mercer got President George Bush to answer
questlons about Canadian Prime Minister Jean Poutine, Canadians
-f laughed. When he had the Arkansas governor congratulate us on
finally bulldlng a dome over our “National Igloo,” we roared. Then, when Mercer
found American professors who would sign petitions for Canadians to stop the
practice of abandoning our elderly on ice floes, and to ban the Saskatchewan seal
hunt and the Toronto polar bear hunt, we ate it up. We simply couldn’t get enough.
His show Talking to Americans was the highest-rated TV special in Canadian
history, one show attracting a record 2.7 million viewers. Why did we love it so? Be-
cause it made Americans look stupid and us, the underdogs, look smart and funny.
But what happens when you ask Canadians what they know about their country
and they screw up in equally absurd and embarrassing ways? Laughter, yes, but also
shame and guilt. Mercer’s Americans can be forgiven. Canadians aren’t so lucky.>»
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anada prides itself on being a Northern nation.
“Oh Canada,” goes our national anthem, “the
true North strong and free.” But 8o per cent
of Canadians live within 200 kilometres of
the US border. To the average Canuck, the

Far North is a vast white-out, a wilderness of
complete obscurity, the last frontier of the imagination.
It's a place that gives our country its reputation as being

What it’s not, say Canadians participating in the
North Poll, is a place we know very much about. On
average, 34 per cent of Canadians chose “don’t know”
as a response to the 28 questions on the survey. And
that’s not even counting the percentage of people who
continually chose the wrong answers.

bitterly cold, full of igloos and roaming with polar bears.

»

The North Poll is made up of 28 multiple-choice
questions about culture, economy and geography, and
10 more to collect opinions and demographics. Up
Here worked with DataPath Systems out of Marsh Lake,
Yukon — a small-town Northern pollster, yes, but with
big-city credentials. It's run by a former vice-president of
the Angus Reid Group in Calgary, Donna Larsen, who's
got decades of polling experience. They surveyed 303
Canadians in February 2011 and results were demo-
graphically balanced (margin of error is +/- 5.6% at
95% confidence levels.)

To be fair, even Up Here editors struggled with
some questions (namely “Official languages” Pg.

30). Is it really a crime to be ignorant about life in
the North? Perhaps it’s willful — maybe the Canadian
psyche needs the North to be a vast unknown.

Nah. Smarten up.

PER CENTof southern Canadians believe
there are penguins in the Arctic. A further

46 per cent said they didn't know. That leaves a
measly 25 per cent who were correct.

There are absolutely no penguins living in the Arctic. And until

they grow fangs and learn to fly, there never will be. Although pen-

guins are supremely adapted to a deep-freeze environment, they’d
never survive in the Arctic. Our polar bears, Arctic foxes, wolves
and owls would have a field day gobbling them up as they waddle

haplessly about the ice. In the Antarctic, where they thrive by the hundreds of thousands, their
only predators are the seal and a bird called the skua that sometimes nabs a penguin egg.
Some Canadians may be confusing the penguin with the Great Auk, a flightless bird of the
Arctic sea that was hunted to extinction in the 1600s. Although they were commonly referred
to as penguins by early explorers, the long-gone bird was from an entirely different family than
its Antarctic doppelgangers.
Others may have been misled by a popular Coca-Cola television ad that aired in 2005 that
shows a group of polar bears and penguins partying together on pack ice while guzzling caf-
~ feinated pop. Or if anyone’s been to United Arab Emirates' latest garish theme park, Ice Land
Water Park, which claims to be built on a wayward Arctic ice floe, they'll notice the place is
smothered in penguins: in the logo, in ride-names, as fuzzy mascots and gift-shop collectibles.
In the 1930s, Norwegian scientists released nine king penguins plus a dozen macaroni and
jackass penguins along their Arctic coastline. Save for one report from a fisherman who snagged
one on his line in 1944, the flightless birds were never seen in the Arctic again.
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PER CENT of southern Canadians think Northerners live in igloos.

The truth is, nobody in Canada’s Arctic lives in igloos anymore. There are no more nomadic
Inuit and all 40,000 Inuit in the North live in modern houses in permanent towns.

Some hunters will construct these architecturally-ingenious snow huts for temporary
shelter on hunting trips. Elders still teach school children the technique and you'll see igloos
on display in many communities. But since the last group of nomadic Inuit were moved
into oil-heated wooden homes in Kugaaruk in 1968, the igloo dropped from use.

Here’s how they're made: Rectangular bricks are cut out of compacted, wind-blown
snow, then stacked in a rising, inward sloping spiral, each block leaning on the next, to make a perfectly self-
supporting dome. A brick of clear ice is inserted for a window. A tunnel entrance and a flap of hide protect the
interior from wind and heat-loss. It's structurally robust; in fact, an igloo will support the weight of a person
standing on its roof. Snow is an excellent insulator: Inside temperatures fluctuate between 2 and 20 degrees,
depending on whether there’s a lamp burning or if there are lots of people inside.

The Inuktitut word iglu means “home” and doesn't just describe snow domes; iglu is the word for tents, sod
and driftwood shelters and even modern houses with plumbing and electricity. Outside Inuit society, of course,
the English word igloo means only one thing: snow-home. The survey also asked how many of us live in igloos.
The four per cent who think that more than half of us do, can go bury their head in the, well, snow.
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PER CENT of Canadians don’t know the

term Inuit replaced the term Eskimo.

These days, aboriginal groups around the world are busy revising, updat-

ing or simply undoing the old — often inappropriate — colonial names Most Inuit

white people gave them a hundred years ago. You can be forgiven if you're live in which

not keeping up with the most up-to-date culturally-sensitive parlance. territory?
But c’'mon, we asked a really easy question: “What group no longer identifies themselves as 44% got
Eskimos?” and even provided five clean multiple choice selections. this right

Considering how many Canadians have coffee tables
adorned with their soapstone carvings, we thought
this question was a given. Turns out only 62 per
cent of respondents knew the answer was
Inuit, which is Inuktitut for “the people.”
The term “Eskimo” went out of favour in
the 1970s largely due to the belief that it
was derived from a Cree word for “eat-
ers of raw meat.” Today, most scholars
think Eskimo comes from the Ojibwa
“askime,” meaning “to net snowshoes.”
Whatever the etymology, “Inuit” has failed
to completely trump its predecessor. The
Yupik people in western Alaska continue to
designate themselves Eskimos, as does a certain
professional football team from Edmonton.
Then there’s the question of where exactly most of Canada’s
Inuit live. At 44 per cent, a plurality of southern Canadians are
able to correctly identify that most of our Inuit population lives in
Nunavut (87 per cent of Inuit live there), but still, the majority of respondents either guessed
incorrectly or said they didn’t know. The 11 per cent that answered "NWT" (13 per cent of Inuit
actually live there) can be forgiven because before Nunavut was created 11 years ago, the whole
region was called NWT. Historically, western Arctic Inuit called the Inuvialuit inhabited the
North Slope of the Yukon, but were moved to permanent settlements in the NWT. So the 7 per
cent that thought the majority of Inuit live in the Yukon (less than 1 per cent of Inuit live there)
were just plain wrong.

NWT 13%

Yukon: less than one per cent

Nunavut 87%

From Dest to worst, here’s a rundown
of the questions on the North Poll that
earned southern Canadians five, or
maybe just four, gold stars.

know the North has regional CBC
radio stations don't think the
tallest waterfall in Canada
is in the North (trick question!)
know that
the town of "North Pole"
doesn't exist in Northern Canada
(another trick!) know
residents of the North
have cell phone service
know the NWT is located between
the Yukon and Nunavut
on the map know Nunavut
is the country’s newest territory
know that the North
makes up roughly 37 per cent of all the
land mass of Canada
know the Inuit no longer call
themselves Eskimos know
Northerners have high-speed internet
know the Klondike
is part of the Yukon
know Walmart has set up shop in the
North know that there’s
a railway into the Yukon (White Pass) and
NWT (to Hay River)

Who do you
think we are?

We asked southern
Canadians to describe
Northerners in one
word. Not too far off the
mark, but there’s that
Eskimo word again.
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HERE’S THE DEAL: The farther north from the equator a
town is, the less daylight it'll get in the winter. Whitehorse, just
shy of 61°N, gets 5 hours and 38 minutes of daylight on Decem-
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(13% didn't know)

PER CENT think that Yellowknife is
sunk into complete darkness during the
winter months.

We asked: "Agree or disagree: The capital of NWT gets between

o and 1 hour of sunlight per day in December." Only 9 per cent
disagreed and were correct, 64 per cent agreed and were incorrect.
The remaining 27 per cent didn't know.

The answer: On December 21, the darkest day of the year, Yel-
lowknife gets roughly five hours of direct daylight.

Less than half of respondents even know that Yellowknife is the
capital of NWT in the first place (see map on pg. 37), so people an-
swering this question may have been taking a stab in the dark, so to
speak. Regardless, the results give us a sense of how dark southern
Canadians think life in the sub-Arctic capital cities really is.

ber 21. Yellowknife, located over 62° N, gets 5 hours. Iqaluit, close
to 64° N, gets 4 hours and 20 minutes, while Alert, Nunavut, our
most northerly settlement located at over 82° N and only 817 km
from the North Pole, is shrouded in darkness from October until
February. In the summer, we get midnight sun, and the opposite
scale applies. While Yellowknifers watch the sun set at around
midnight and rise at 3 a.m. on June 21, weather station staff at
Alert wear sunglasses straight through the night until September.

For many northerners, the lack of daylight causes Seasonal
Affective Disorder (SAD), a winter-only depression. During a trip
to the High Arctic in the late 1800s, famed Norwegian explorer
Fridtjof Nansen was in near-complete darkness for months. He
writes that he felt like he was “in a black coffin of the polar night.”
He went on to say, “a world without sun is like a life without
love.” He must have felt ecstatic during the Arctic summer.

Down-{ifearth?
BiaVe;
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PER CENT of southern Canadians think we still stock

up at Hudson’s Bay trading posts. But they did alright
W%en asked if we had internet, cell phones, CBC radio or a
Walmart. Pass the hardtack, please!

For the record: Northern Canadians no longer dock their canoes at the closest Hudson’s Bay fort to hock their
beaver pelts for tobacco. The HBC closed the doors on its last post in the Yukon at Fort Selkirk in 1951. It was
only in 1991 that branches across the NWT finally closed their doors, when The Bay stopped dealing in pelts.
In fact, “traders” now have Walmarts in both Whitehorse and Yellowknife; 53 per cent got that right. Whether
big box shopping actually represents progress for the North, is a question for another poll. Some of the results
are more interesting when we invert them. For example, 4 in 10 Canadians believe we still don’t have high
. speed internet, 3 in 10 think that cell phones are an unknown com-
Percentage .WhO believe we modity and a whopping 15 per cent of respondents actually think that
have these in the North: the North of Sixty clique can’t tune into CBC radio. Of course, the
beloved broadcaster airs regional radio and television programming
Regional from stations in Whitehorse, Yellowknife and Iqaluit that reach all
CBCRadio communities. Seriously, would there be any point in living without
85% Facebook, text messages or Jian Ghomeshi?

Cell Phones

Hudson's Bay
Trading Post
66%

High Speed
Internet

WHAT WE HAVE

WHAT WE DON'T HAVE

PER CENT of Canadians didn’t know WRONG:

INUKTITUT- INUINNAQTUN-NORTH SLAVEY-SOUTH SLAVEY-CHIPEWYAN-GWICH’IN-INUVIALUKTUN-FRENCH

just “don’t know.”
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69% of southerners know that the NWT
is wedged between the Yukon
and Nunavut. But that also means,
sadly, 31% do not.

(look, it flows into the Arctic Ocean).
The rest, sadly, “didn’t know.”

; ; A measly 27% of Canadians

there are 11 official languages in the North. know thar the bghes peskc n
& Nunaup kajjinga means “North Pole” in Inuktitut, one of the North'’s 11 official languages. Inuit created 4 - [l
g the word t(') appease pf)le-bound explorers in the 1800s, but little did they kI-IOW, 150 years later they’d ,::"““T A Y UKON
= be translating words like “boardroom” and “bureaucracy.” There are 11 official languages up here, un- 3
£ beknownst to most Canadians. Fifty-six per cent said there were just 1, 2 or 3 official tongues and 32 per © WHITEHORSE
% cent didn't feel comfortable even haza{djpg a guess. Just 3 per cent knew there were 11 languages in.the o - WRONG:
& North. The breakdown: All 11 are official in the NWT. Nunavut claims four (they overlap with those in Only 40% could correctly name the
& NWT), and the Yukon is like the rest of Canada, granting official status to just English and French. capital city of the Yukon: Whitehorse.
t Another 30% guessed Yellowknife,

10% Dawson City, and 18%

PER CENT of western
Canadians scored a lot higher
in the North Poll than
eastern Canadians.

Throughout the North Poll report, we refer to “southern
Canadians” as if they are one big amorphous blob, but that’s
not the whole story. When we divide up the respondents

into two geographical groups, on average, people in western
provinces (B.C. to Manitoba) fared far better than those in the
eastern provinces (Ontario to Newfoundland). In all, the west
was significantly more accurate on 15 of 28 of the survey’s
trivia-style questions whereas the east bested the west on only
one. Here are a few examples.

When asked how many Northerners live in igloos, 43 per
cent answered zero, the right answer. Easterners seem to be
hung up on the North’s idyllic past. Only a slim 23 per cent
were sure that people no longer live in snow huts.

Welcome to
Yellowhorse!

Ask them to draw a map of the North,
and they may as well be blindfolded.

RIGHT:
Trick question: “The town of North Pole
is located in what territory?”
In truth, it's a suburb of Fairbanks, Alaska,
and a good 773% of Canadians didn’t
fall for our prank.

RIGHT:
A good 60% know that the North
makes up roughly 37% of Canada’s
total land mass.

RIGHT:
WRONG:

not select this correctly from a
S, list of multiple choices.
o~ WRONG:
41% of southern Canadians think the
Mackenzie River flows into Hudson Bay. -~~~ == .
“__/_ Only 15% got it right NUNAVUT

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES .. yyroNG:

Only 47% could identify Yellowknife
as NWT’s capital. 23% said

[\

N\ \\
N\ L
h YELLOWKNIFE‘?\ Whitehorse, 2% said Yellowhorse

% and 21% “don’t Know.”

The population of the three territories
combined is roughly 111,500 but a
whopping 69% of Canadians in the south could

On basic geography, 56 per cent of western-
ers know that Whitehorse is the capital of the
Yukon compared to 33 per cent in the east.
Similarly, 57 per cent of westerners know
that Yellowknife is the capital of the
NWT; 42 per cent in the east.

When they were asked to agree
or disagree with the statement
“Northerners don’t pay taxes,” a
whopping 96 per cent of western-
ers were correct in disagreeing. A
surprising 25 per cent of Eastern
Canadians believe the North is
tax-free. Sure, the territories are far
from Ottawa, but they're certainly not out of
Revenue Canada’s reach. Except for a modest
Northern Residents income tax deduction, North-
erners — including our First Nations and Inuit —
pay taxes similarly to any other Canadian.

This one really chafes: 46 per cent of eastern-
ers think that more than half the population of the North is
unemployed. That figure is 33 per cent in the west. Just for
the record, Nunavut’s unemployment rate is 7.1 per cent
(admittedly high, but still a long way from half), NWT is 7.7
and Yukon comes in at an outstanding 3.6 per cent. With a
national average of 7.8 and Ontario at 8.1, it’s clear Toronto
has a lot to learn from its Northern business partners.

Why might westerners be more North-savvy than eastern-
ers? A quick glance at the map shows that cities in the west
are all a quick hop-skip-and-a-jump away from the 6oth paral-
lel. Edmonton, Calgary, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Vancouver and
Prince George are a day's drive away and many offer direct
flights to Whitehorse or Yellowknife. In the east, however,
there’s the great abyss of northern Ontario, northern Quebec
plus the black hole of Hudson Bay separating roadless
Nunavut from the rest of hustling, bustling, and well, fairly
self-absorbed Ontario. And there's only one direct flight from
eastern Canada to the North that goes from Ottawa to Iqaluit,
to take curious would-be travellers to the frozen land.

WRONG: S
Only 40% say Iqaluit is the capital of
Nunavut. 14% think it's Inuvik, the rest
guessed: Katimavik, Frobisher Bay,
Skagway or simply “don’t know.”

@ IQALUIT

SHAMEFUL:

When asked for the name of Canada’s
newest territory, only 64% of
southern Canadians could pick out Nunavut
from multiple choices. Iqaluit, Nunavik,
Inuvik and the Yukon were also selected.
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Yes!

Northerners
pay taxes
Although only 45% of
southerners were certain
of this. The rest either
didn’t know, or thought
we were all exempt.

modelled after civilian militia in Alaska and Greenland,
Canada is the only country who keeps its group active
and separate from the regular military. They still use
.303-calibre rifles designed in 189s, are issued just 200
rounds of ammo a year, and are strictly volunteers. The
rifles aren’t to shoot down foreign interlopers; they're
for hunting game to feed Rangers when they’re out on
the land. If a Ranger was to spot a foreign sub, aircraft
or chemical spill, they don't attack — they document it
and report it to headquarters in the south.

The notion of “protecting the Northwest Pas-
sage” assumes it’s under threat. But from whom?
The whole world agrees Canada owns the land and
resources around the Passage, but the question is if
other countries are free to sail through it. Canada says
no way, claiming the ice-jammed passage is “historic
internal waters.” But the US and European Union
argue the channel connects international waters and
so are covered by the global “right of transit passage.”
Who's right? Uh, that’s unclear: So far, there’s been
no international ruling on the dispute.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper promises a
deep-water shipping port on Baffin Island (the first in
Canada’s Arctic), plus three new Arctic patrol ships
and a polar icebreaker, all within five years. Critics
say Harper is only pandering to the press, and that
Canada is running out of time to keep vigilant watch
on our Northern waterways. “My preference is for
Canada to invest heavily in improving the charts,
navigation aids, ports of refuge, search-and-rescue and
oil spill-cleanup capacity along the Northwest Passage
to world-class standards,” says Michael Byers, UBC
professor and author of Who Owns the Arctic? “Then,
we invite foreign ships to use this infrastructure and
thus recognize our sovereignty.” :

In fact, it has none. There’s not a single base to speak
of North of Sixty. Instead there are three small military
stations: a Northern-area headquarters in Yellowknife,
another in Whitehorse and a tiny 6-person encamp-
ment at Alert, on the tip of Ellesmere Island. None

of them house year-round troops and all three are
hundreds of kilometres away from the quickly melting
Northwest Passage.

So who is protecting our exposed Northern shores?
There’s a wide-reaching network of Canadian Rangers
patrol groups, 4,400-member strong, predominantly
Inuit and roaming the Arctic. Created in 1947 and

»
PER CENT of southern Canadians
believe we have several military bases
protecting the Northwest Passage.

Agree or Disagree:

There are several military bases
in Canada's Arctic that protect
the Northwest Passage

15% Disagree .

Which territory has a nuclear power plant?

Currently, none of the territories have gone nuclear, but the NWT
and Nunavut Chamber of Mines have jointly proposed the idea
NSRop  of running future mines on atomic power. Just please don't hire
THESE  Homer Simpson to run Sector 7G. Interesting factoid: Between

"

8% 1931 and 1960 Port Radium Mine, on the shore of Great Bear
b low | e YUKON Lake, NWT, produced almost 7,000 tons of Uranium, much of
. - which helped fuel the Manhattan Project (think: Hiroshima).

o
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What do you think the average
temperature is in January for Alert, NU?

»
PER CENT of southern

Canadians think there’s a
university here.

There isn’t. But southerners can be forgiven for think-
ing there’s a Northern ivory tower: the debate’s been
raging since the 196o0s. Fifty years after the idea was
first floated by Parliament, the North is inching ever
closer to having a university to call its own. Although
the Prime Minister’s office has made it clear it’s not
an immediate priority, a myriad of groups continue to
plan — and advocate — for what some see as an inevi-
table step forward in education for Northern Canada.
After all, we’re the only circumpolar country without an
Arctic university.
The North is already home to three colleges, created
in a university’s stead. Between the three, they offer a
handfull of degree programs such as education, social
work and environmental science, some on their own
and some in partnership with southern universities.
There’s also a virtual Northern U offering a pro-
gram in circumpolar studies. Instead of creating
a physical campus, the colleges have turned
their attention to fostering the University of
the Arctic, an international, online network
of courses shared between more than 100
. academic institutions from across the
circumpolar countries. The program was
created in 2001 and gives Canadian
students access to Arctic experts and
L cultural exchange between coun-
tries. “It’s not a university. But it
gives you a nice certificate you
can hang on your wall,” says
Amanda Graham, instruc-
| tor for the University of the
Arctic program at Yukon
College.
Dechinta is another

s not as cold
think

2.5 % right answer!

30%
I10% (minus 50)

small “u” institution
call themselves a ﬂ.F L
"bush-university" (14% didn't know) 1
Yellowknife and offer i
courses in climate /
political theory and
community health. Part of the semester is spent on
to learn traditional skills like hunting and hide-tanning.
Some of its courses are university-accredited but it
At this point, says Graham, the colleges are more
concerned with providing university-level education
university with a physical campus, a slate of degree
programs and PhD-holding professors, isn't out of the
end up with three, you know, University of Canada
North with a Yukon, NWT and Nunavut campus.”
Jean insisted a Northern university was an inevitable
necessity in a much-publicized visit to the Arctic
pro-northern university contingent continues to forge
ahead as groups — including the Toronto-based think
sure the conversation’s not far from anyone’s lips. But
until a central vision is established, a university campus
stepped up to say that they’ll be involved in hosting that
dialogue,” says Kyla Kakfwi Scott, program manager

North of Sixty. They

learning centre east of *

change science,

coursework and part of it on fieldwork and bush-trips

doesn’t grant degrees.

than building sprawling campuses. But a bonafide

question. “It may still happen," says Graham. “We may
And although former governor-general Michaélle

last year, Ottawa hasn’t come up with the cash. The

tank the Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation — en-

in the North won’t materialize. “No one has really

for Dechinta. “We all just kind of do our own thing.”(2

L %

DON'T
RRSW . THESE

NUNAVUT

Which territory has the most kilometres of highway?

46%  NONE YUKON

Despite having the smallest landmass of the
three territories, the Yukon has the most highway.
Unlike its counterparts, almost every community
in the Yukon is accessible by road, Old Crow

s being the exception. Oddly, 3% of respondents
VT answered “none of these,” implying there are no
highways in the north. And another 2% thought
roadless Nunavut has the most highway.

23%
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